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THE ACADEMY OF SCIENCES, FUNGARIAN FEOPLE'S REPUELIC

N. V. Svetaylo

The Hungarian Academy of Sciences {Magyar Tudomanyos Akademis) was founded
in 1825 on the :nitiative of the famcus Aungarian scoial activist, Igtvan
Szecheryio

The Aunat-ians were wall awarz ul The pslzvical sigrificance, aims, and
tacks of the Acedemy of Sciences. Tne Charter f5r the academy was not ap-
proved by the agministraticn o the Aestrian Tmperialists umtil 1830, ard
then, only arter it bad heex amandsd to inclvde & provieion leaving the
geleation of the academy president to the Emperor ¢f Austria.

2

After the 1BLB zevoluticn, the work of the academy was temporarily
stopped, and it becaze a d=sd crganization, as most of the intelligentsia
were d<zenfranchised, Subsequently, Archduke Joseph Hapsburg was named
president of the academy with the result that sclence and scientific re-
search in the Acadsmy wsre corpletely divorced from 1ife and the people.

in 1948, the Peaple's Republic of Hungery formed a new academy under
the directorship ¢f Erno Gero. This sclentific center was glven super-
vision over the science and research activitles of universities, insti-
tutes, and laboratories of Hungary, o the thecry that the improvement of
the scientific iife of the country would be poselble only through planned
scientific research and close ccoperation betwsen theoretical science and
practical science, and science and industry.

As a result of the woerk of this new scisntific center, the leading
members of the old Academy ¢ Sciencee understcod that, at present, science
csuid not in any way be diverced from life, but must proceed hand in hand r
with the sccial development of the country, particularly the construction
ot socialism. Pal Gombas, Lajos Legesi, Gyula Moravesik and other mem-

bers of the academy pubiished numsrous articles requesting its reorgani- e
zation. As 8 result, the old Academy of Sciences converned a general assem- :
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On 11 Octoter gk, the G- 31 Aseerbiy of the ©1d Academy of Sciences
approved the new charter for the Aradeny «f Sciences of the Hungarian People’s
Republiic, and & terpliary cyerutive cormittes was elected tTo mapage the af-
fatirs of the new aradenmy, partinaarly vith respect to the election of new

admiaistrative bodieg and active MEOLNErs.

The best members of The wld atadlswy, amd the most progressive and best
scientists of the counmbry wer: 2l £d wembers ~f the uew Academy. Among
thew were such weil-Wnowr o¢tentisls as Gynla Nemet, Jozsef Maker, Frigyes

Ries?, and cthers 5

<
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z, Haggar:ian aciertists have looked
zjnce they considered the
wing ztience serves the interests
shed a firm relationship between

in ait »f theiy plarn-ng
1o the Acadsmy o1 Srisnte¢ UBST
=SSR the cmly ration in whisl
of tpe pectpie, ard huas sucs
aciense, practite, and tedustry.

dn 1% ¥ovemper Y043, the new charter +f the Academy of Sciences wWas ap-
prioved vy the Prezidential 7 {1 of the Hengarian Fesple’s Bepublic. On
30 Novewber, ihe tempirary @ iyve -ummitres ralied a general agzembly of
+he aspdemwy, and at that time 1LE ajz tvative todies vere eiected. After
their ¢ tion, the tzmporary ewsIintl - -mmittes and the ¢1d academy ceased
their aztivities,

tipuiates that "tne Hungarran Academy of Sciences 1is
ggsvev f the Hongariac Pecy {=%s Repubiic, in which
1iiiant and Leadirg srlentists of the ~ountry.”  The

1 iy sukordinats to ths Coruncil of Mindsters,
subwit pericdic reports on its activity.

Tne new charvier
the h.ghest s-tentiti
are united the most b
Academy <f Solentes
Aungarian Peapie’s Reputliic, and

The funiamentai pirpise of the rvecrgavizatinn of the Academy of Sciences
wos the frsteramg oF a <loser reletioushlip Yetweey economic and cultural prob-
Tems of the Hungarfau Felp = Repubiic by means of the development of theo-
retical end appifted 3o Th= new ~havter of the afatemy provides that
the study &f natural re 25, the produstive forces of the ccuntry, and
varioae proviems o grUerts 1o the repabiic, fall within the
competence of the nevly f
S iences with the study of the (uiture and vaslous scisptific achievements
of manking, aund yrovides for mherw gdaptisn into practice. The academy, must,
by means »f propagating ecientific mnowledgs, assist in the cultural awaken-

ing »f the Hungarian petple.

The Acadsmy of Sciencee, Hungperien Feopie’s Republic is composed ot
noncrary and 8Ciive Members, (LIUER pondi ng members, and foreign honorary
members. The sctive wembers ars fed A frow am.ng the corresponding mem-
bers. Hungarian scisntists who are 1iving cutside Hungsry and who conduct
their sclentific work in the interaet of the Hungarian people can be elected
active membere or foreign honcrary members. All the members of the old Acad-
emy of Sciences who have not Leen elected to the new academy can take part
in the work of the academy with right of vote and have the title of voting
member. Voting membevz of the scademy can be, at some time in the future,
elected to vacancies In the ranks of active or corresponding members.

Active members are =lected at geansvel sasemblies by a simple majority
voice vote and axe confirmed oy the Presidium, Academy of Sciences.

The cherter of the acsdemy stipulates thet every newly elected active

member or correeponding memper muet, within a year's time after hia elec-
tion, submit & scientific repert at a meeting of his particular division.
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After eubmizsisrt of zuwth g »-yort, the memher oktasins a 4iplzma from the
Preg.dium, Arademy -f Sciences, which gives him the right to bear the title
Acsdemiciap v, I the caze warrants, the titie «f (zrresponding Member.

if an active mswber o0 9 Co% pioding member doss ._.t submit a report within
the cne-year pericd, Lis megbershiy i: reviked.

Academicians whi &> v L wors tn the intereste of the state and
the geapis, oy whe take parw “witiez whnich rnave ncthing to do with the
gereral work plian of the aced can he -poluded from the academy.

The gupz=me ¥xdy of the arademy s the wm:al Assembly. In the period
between asesrmbilvs, Lhe Fr . ¢4 of 1% memterz, has re-
sronsibllity £I7 AUDErvIRLnS demy, Thne president of the
Academy of Sciences, oo i oa .t the Prasidium, (s elected by
the CGeneral Assemtly fur a per Tr assist him in the Presidium
there ave tw: vice-president:s secretary, Members of the Pres-
1d1wm can be honorary or alt: acadeny. Tne Presidium approves
wark vians T4y the variue ggen aradeny, and sze: to it that the
scientif1e raswarch p.ape o the degparime ave rulfiled.

At present, there ars =% active wembers and 56 coryesponding members in

the Acadeny of Scienctes, Huugsrian Feople ‘s Beputijo.

The president ~f thes Arznd-ry o7 8¢
Kus:invar, Laurzeté - th: ¥ th Frize
Budapeat; the vi-s-presiis
{theareticai physi s

fam:us therapist, Istvan
at the University of

»n studies) and Pal Gomwbas
v Alexits (mathematics).

S
<
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.:ios5phy), Karoly Novo-
Tiber Erdey-Gruz (physi-

{mathematlos, Duar.xr:.x o
Marek (veter:naryl; Depsrtment
and the Depaztrent 74 Techis (AL

°

In additzon b
LT commiseions and a
of a;l the dwvisirxe).

Chemiral

The following tnstitute: av: part »f the departments=: b lochemlstry,
electran micrescery, appiied mathewatics, histury, language and literature,
economics, law, selamclogy, agrcbint:gy, study of occupaticnal diseases,
bicod transfusion, and nutrition studiss.

The academy alsc has a Laboratsory for Vaceam Technology, an astronomi-
cal observatory, and a iibrary which has cver 900,000 titles.

At present, the Institutes of Biochamiztry, Seismolcry, History, law,
Ecenomy, Langeage and Literaturs, as well as the astronomicai obaervatory
are in the process of resrganizeticon. Starting in 1950, all the scientific
research wirk <f the institutes, laberatsries, and commissicpns of the acad-
emy will comply strictly to plaps and will te directad“tovard sclving some
»f the fundamental national, sroromicsl, and theoretical problems. The newly
recrganized Institate of Applisd Mathsratics has heen selected to play an
important role in the reczmstructico of industry, particularly with respect
to making mathematiss work for Indastry.

[y
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Work pa: beewn stavtsd by the aprihicitgieal scieqtific research agencies

5f the azadszy on the task ¥ Intridusing and developing the egriculture of

the Hungar:.an Facplis®s Republic, rar vlarly with respect to the introduction
of new agricultural wethods.  In tecept year:, these agensies have succeeded in
promitiug seed selectlin ln agricadtare, and heve alze introduced crop rotation
in geveral povermmental and covperative agricuitural enterprises. Professor
Rerxt Manmivngsr has 13velolp a new 3afe precarvati sgainat swine erysipelas,
:h he recelved the Kiazuth Froze First (lass.,

;ates worked on the compilatien
they doveloped new metheds for the
nireaped the effectivenszs 2f these

the 12,4 >f aszlective plant breed-
vy Arademician T. D. Lysenko ¢f the
vesaable agrisultural pla"ts
guch 85 the ¥itter Yariey "weta,” tne iugar best 5:LI0 Jan edible beet), etc
Frefeseir Sedsimayver har vteqn swardsd the Wi:sith Prige.

cing ar aclive part fn the :2lutica of various
3 irdustry.  Pal Gembas, vice~

r the 1234 3f quantum mechan-

: + the dswelcpment of the

vicn their chepical and physical

ie--ﬁ The ¥eoseuth Frize twice: 1in

e m—.—-fa'l ; anéd in 1950, for re-

nAny L1gt 1
{ vhih perm
tigs. Profeasor Gomt
for research in the @
in othe Tield o userul

in research in the
nter has c'\nstrncted

M. h srtevest -
retowetris studles oo
the pravipeter, niv W

1othe ¥ieid of
toLovandt Botva
srwonliog 4 £1

ravitational and mag-
'«."r.: alss constructed
~f cwal and petroleum.

the Hungarian F:
i pudanest met Wit
Academy .7 S:;:—x e
.absr and for facd
the pest werkers usually ars thee
tn practical. expsrimentat. v

e
nera = i

e" Hv}:
the araidrmiiane
5. They discuszei meth
1ttaving technclogroal
LHN

;a* mum: f,t Te—:hn*c.al Scienves,
reving the productivity of
1t might be mentioned that
protlems to scientists prior

Istvar Rusznyak, president «f the Academy cf Sciences, Hungarian People’s
Reputlic, has gtated several times that iu the work of the Bungarian scientists,
great and unexcelisd ald fs given by ths widern and eniightened socialistic
Sovi»t science.

The Hungarian >c7-ent1 ts ave rapldiy adopting the scientific Fesea.rch
metheds of Seviet scientists. For exampls, Prafecscr Tere is utilizing the
advanced Michuriniar metheods for cbtaining nev typss of fowls; Professor Boros,
ax. ophthalasisgist, {s conducting eryeriments on the transpiantation of cornea
of the eye, utilizing a metbhod similar to that init?ated by the Soviet scien-

ist B. P. Filatov, et\'.

After ite reorganization, the Academy uf Sciences, Hungarian People’s
Rerublic, established a cl:ise working vzalatiznship with the Academy of Sclences
USSR, aud the sther academie:z :f the People'’s Demoscracies.

- 4.
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At the reginning of 1930, Acageny Fressdent (stvan Ruszmyal and General-
tetters o Asadewician S. I. Vavilov, presi-

+  Se:retary Gyorgy Alextits addreszed
dent of the Arademy =f Sciences USSR, reprrting the recrganizaticn of the Hun-

gar:an Academy and the Jesire of its leadsrs tc estatiish greater liaison be-
tyeen the twos acedemies, In Wiz repliy, Vavilov gave every assurance that a
iong-iasting Triendship weald e established betveen the two academies.

in the spring of 1950, a delegation of wirkers of science and culture of
the Yungarian Peopie’s Repuhilc wewt L3 Moscow. Among them were: Gyorgy
Aienits, gaperal-sscratary of The teadewy of Sclences; Eruno Straub, member
~f the Fresidium; and Proveszor Gycxly, wioicgist of the University of Buda-
pest. The delegaticn vag raceived by Academician Vavisov and members of the
Presidium, Academy of Stiences TSSE.

in questizn: of the organization

¥ in the DSSK, particulerly with

-+ of the activity of the agencies
-n of scientific research work
anze and industry. Academician

The visitors ve
and the pianning ol
respect to the Five-yeas Lar, the roard
+f the Academy of Scienzesx U5SL, Thn
inte prastics, awd the retatiinship
Yavilov apswered atl of Lhelr guestions

re very Mmuoh tnterest

gseientific ressarch v

Ai1scaseed problems Tor improzving and strenghtening

The delegation also
=, Huaua:iarn. Pecpie’s Republic, and

the ties betwesn the Academy of
tre Acedemy of Sciences USSk.

-

R o8

Frofessor Alexits deiiverad arn atdresy at the Mathematfcs Institute
imerd V. A. Stexiov, Academy of Scierces {55k, where he vas recelved by
Acsdemician 1. . Petrovskiy, academician-cecretary. Department of Physico-
mathematsical Sciences, and Academicrars !. M. Vinogradov and N. V. Keldysh.
Soviet scientists introduced Frofessor Alexits to achievements in Soviet
mathematical science and aisy discussed proviems for the training of per-

S0nMRL .

Professors Strawb and Gyorfy were recelved oy Academician A. T. Oparin,
aceder; cian-secretary, Jepartmert of Ficiugical Sciences, wno discussed
ganeral probiems 5f the organizat onal wrrk of the department and the train-
ing of biclogists in the 0EGE. Alns discussed were special problems on
methods for plochemical research om piants aud thelr vegetative hybridiza-
tion, on the sction of enzymes and the course of binchemical processes in
fiving cells, and Ppiochemical i1mprivement of vericus plants. Professor
Straub infermed the members of the Academy of Sciences USSR of the funda-
mental research themes at the lastitute of Frochemistry, Academy of Sciences,
Wungarian Feople’s Republic, wnose maiu tasks appear to be studies of the
bicchemistry of muscle activity, particuiarly in connection with the prop-
erties of the albumin of actin and the conversion of phosphoro-organic

compounds .

After the visitors had compieted their official work, Frofessors
Straub and Gysrfy visited the Institute of Biochemistry imeni A. N. Bakh,

Academy of Sciences USSE.

The library of the Academy of Sciences USER has established a compre-
hensive book exchange with the Acadewy of Sciences, Hungarian People‘s Re-
public, and tts various agencies. in 1949, more than 3,655 titles of scien-
tific literature were sent to 69 scientific agencies in Hungary.
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